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SUBJECT: HOUPHOUET-BOIGNY SUCCESSION 

1. IN COURSE ASSISTANT SECRETARY DAVIS'S COURTESY CALL ON 
PHILIPPE YACE, PRESIDENT OF NATIONAL ASSEMBLY AND SECRETARY 
GENERAL OF PDCI (SINGLE POLITICAL PARTY OF IVORY COAST), THE 
LATTER INFORMED US OF PRESIDENT FELIX HOUPHOUET-BOIGNY'S 
DECISION TO ELIMINATE AMBIGUITIES IN THE IVORIAN CONSTITUTION 
AS CONCERNS SUCCESSION TO THE PRESIDENCY IN THE EVENT OF 
DEATH OR INCAPACITY OF THE PRESIDENT. YACE SAID A BILL WOULD 
BE INTRODUCED SHORTLY IN THIS, AN ELECTION YEAR. 

2. THE CHANGE WILL BE FROM THE PRESENT CONCEPT THAT THE 
PRESIDENT OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY "SHALL DESIGNATE A MEMBER 
OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY" TO THE STATEMENT THAT THE PRESIDENT 
OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY HIMSELF SHALL SUCCEED THE PRESIDENT 
OF THE REPUBLIC AND SERVE UNTIL THE COMPLETION OF THE PRESIDENT 
OF THE REPUBLIC'S MANDATE. THIS WOULD MEAN, SAID YACE, THAT 
EVEN IF THE BETTER PART OF THE PRESIDENT'S FIVE-YEAR TERM WAS 
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CARRY ON AS PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC. IT WOULD KEEP PRESI- 
DENTIAL AND NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS SIMULTANEOUS. 

3. YACE NOTED THAT THE AMBIGUITY WENT BACK TO COLONIAL DAYS 
WHEN THE ENTENTE STATES HAD SIMILAR CONSTITUTIONS AND UPPER 
DID NOT WANT TO HAVE A BOBO PRESIDENT OF THE NATIONAL 
ASSEMBLY SUCCEED A MOSSI PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC. 

4. COMMENT: YACE HAD JUST COME FROM A MEETING WITH HOUPHOUET 
AND SEEMED ZSGER TO TELL US THIS BIT OF NEWS, WHICH WILL NOT 

BE MADE PUBLIC FOR A FEW DAYS. IT CLEARS UP AND AMBIGUITY THAT 
HAS GIVEN "PRESIDENT- WATCHERS" IN IVORY COAST PAUSE FOR MANY 
YEARS. IT WOULD ALSO APPEAR TO BESTOW THE SUCCESSION MANTLE 
CLEARLY ON YACE'S SHOULDERS, IF ONLY FOR A TRANSITION PERIOD. 
ONCE THIS PROPOSAL BECOMES PUBLIC, WE SHALL SEEK WIDER VIEWS 
ON ITS FULL IMPLICATIONS. 

SMITH 
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